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WELCOME PARENTS!
As the Outreach Manager in Student Financial Services at
The University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP), my mission is to
educate students, parents, and the El Paso community
about how to pay for college and about the importance of
smart money management.
I have guided students in their financial aid journey during
my thirteen-year career at several higher education
institutions. I moved to El Paso in 2016 with my husband
and our two children and I continue to help students and
parents with their financial aid and financial education.

ENGINEER
LAWYER
NURSE

ACCOUNTANT
TEACHER
DOCTOR
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SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT?

What
college/university
offers the program
your child wants?

HOW ARE YOU AND/OR
YOUR CHILD GOING TO
PAY FOR COLLEGE?

Is that
college/university instate or out-of-state?

Will your child be
working AND
going to school?

Will your child be living
with you, on campus, or
on their own off campus?

WHERE TO LOOK FOR FINANCIAL HELP?

Financial Aid
Scholarships
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•
•
•
•
•

Tuition & Fees
Books & Supplies
Housing
Transportation
Other Expenses

The First Step to Request Financial Aid
is to Complete a FAFSA
What is a FAFSA?

When can it be completed?

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is a
free application to be completed by current and
prospective college students in the United States to
determine their eligibility for student financial aid.

A FAFSA must be completed every year for the upcoming school year.
The FAFSA is available starting October 1st for the upcoming school year.

Who can complete a FAFSA?

Where can it be completed?

Only U.S. Citizens and Permanent Residents with a
Social Security Number may apply. Foreign students
or noncitizens residing in Texas may complete a
TASFA (Texas Application for State Financial Aid).

A FAFSA can be completed online by visiting www.fafsa.gov or
through the mobile app myStudentAid.

Some grants have limited funding, therefore, it is recommended students
complete the FAFSA as soon as it becomes available, preferably by the State
Priority Deadline of January 15th of the upcoming school year.

Visit the Office of Student Financial Aid for more information.
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FAFSA NIGHTS
High school seniors are required to
complete a FAFSA as a graduation
requirement.

Schedule, times, and locations are subject to change.

FAFSA QUESTIONS
Student
Demographics &
Dependency Status

Parent
Demographics

School Selection

Student Financials &
Parent Financials
(2020 Tax Information for 2022-2023 FAFSA)
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DEPENDENT OR INDEPENDENT
For financial aid purposes, the federal definition of an independent student is one
who meets at least one of the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

At least 24 years old?
Do you have a child or children, or other legal dependents, who receive more than half their financial
support from you?
Married (or separated but not divorced)?
Homeless or at risk of homelessness as determined by the director of a HUD approved homeless shelter,
transitional program, or high school liaison?
At any time since you turned 13, both your parents were deceased, your were in foster care, or were a
ward of the court?
Currently on active duty in the Armed Forces for other than training purposes?
A veteran of the United States Armed Forces?
An emancipated child as determined by a court judge?
Working on a master’s or doctorate degree?

If the applicant does not meet any of those criteria, the applicant is required to report parental information on the FAFSA.
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WHO IS CONSIDERED A LEGAL PARENT?
A legal parent includes a biological or adoptive parent, or a
person that the state has determined to be a legal parent.
Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, older brothers or
sisters, widowed stepparents, and aunts and uncles are not
considered parents unless they have legally adopted you.
The table on the next page can help determine whose
information to provide on the FAFSA based on parents’ marital
status.
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PARENTS’ MARTIAL STATUS CHART
Parents’ Marital Status:

Provide Information for:

Never Married

The parent that you lived with most during the
last 12 months. If you did not live with one
parent more than the other, provide information
about the parent who provided more financial
support during the last 12 months.

Unmarried and both legal parents living
together

Both of your legal parents

Married /Common-law-married

Both of your parents

Remarried (after being widowed or divorced)

Parent and Stepparent

Divorced or Separated

The parent that you lived with most during the
last 12 months. If you did not live with one
parent more than the other, provide information
about the parent who provided more financial
support during the last 12 months.

Widowed

The surviving parent

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER A FAFSA IS COMPLETED?
A. The schools that the student added on the FAFSA will receive a copy of the student’s FAFSA to begin working on the student’s
award package. The award package is a letter that outlines the types and amounts of financial aid the student qualified for.
B. The student can compare the different award packages from different colleges/universities to determine which school they
want to attend. Keep in mind that the amounts are assuming the student will be attending full-time. If not full-time, amounts
may change. Also, amounts are shown for the year, however, the student gets half of the amount in the fall and half in the
spring.
C. The student will need to apply to be admitted into the school they choose. In Texas, students apply for admissions through
ApplyTexas.org.
D.

Once admitted, the student will need to attend a mandatory Orientation and will register for classes during orientation.

E. Once registered for classes, the student will get a bill that will shows how much the student owes for the classes he/she
registered for.
F. Typically, two weeks before classes begin, the financial aid the student qualified for will be released and applied to the
student’s school balance to pay towards tuition, fees, and other charges.
G. If financial aid is not enough to cover the balance, the student will need to pay the remaining a different way. If they received
more financial aid than what they owe, the remaining financial aid will be given to the student as a refund.
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TYPES OF AID
When a student completes a FAFSA, the student is applying
for these types of student aid:
Grants
Free Money! Federal, State, and Institutional financial aid that
doesn't have to be paid back.
Work-study
A work program through which the student can work parttime to earn money to help pay for school expenses; and

Studentaid.gov

Student Loans
Borrowed money for college; loans must be repaid.

GRANTS
Free Money! Federal, State, and Institutional financial
aid that doesn't have to be paid back (unless, for
example, the student drops some or all classes for the
semester).
Available for undergraduate students that
demonstrate on the FAFSA that they need financial
help.
Examples:
• Pell Grant – Up to $6,495
• Texas Grant – Up to $5,000
• Paydirt Promise Grant (only at UTEP)

Undergraduate:
A student pursuing an Associates Degree
(two-year education program) or
Bachelor’s Degree (four-year education
program).
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WORK-STUDY
Part-time employment opportunities on and off campus to earn money for educational
expenses. At UTEP, student positions are usually limited to working 19 hours per week.

Benefits:
• Earn as you work –
Students that participate in the work-study program will get a paycheck after they complete their work hours just like any
other job.
• Flexibility around your class schedule –
Your student’s education is our priority. The department the student chooses to work for provides flexibility to work
around their class schedule to make sure they don’t miss any class time.
• Most jobs are located on campus –
Commuting from school to work can become a real burden on a student who’s already juggling classwork and
studying. Most work-study jobs are located directly on campus, saving the student’s stress of commuting. Also,
students save a significant amount of time over the course of a semester.

STUDENT LOANS FOR UNDERGRADUATES
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan: 2021-2022 - 3.73% Interest Rate
• Available to undergraduate students with financial need.
• The U.S. Department of Education pays the interest while:
• the student is in school at least half-time, and
• for the first six months after you leave school (referred to as a
grace period).
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan: 2021-2022 - 3.73% Interest Rate
• No requirement to demonstrate financial need.
• Loan interest accrues as soon as the loan is disbursed to the
student.
Federal Direct Parent PLUS Loan: 2021-2022 - 6.28% Interest Rate
• A loan available to parents of dependent undergraduate students
• The parent is fully responsible for paying the loan and the interest.
• A credit check will be performed during the application process.
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HOW CAN I QUALIFY FOR THE MAXIMUM OF FREE MONEY?
It’s not that easy!
Financial need is based on the answers you provide
on your FAFSA.
•
•
•
•
•

State residency – where you live
Number of people in the household
Number of people attending college
Parent financial information
Student financial information, and more.

VERIFICATION
Verification is a process by which the Office of Student Financial Aid may request additional financial or tax documents
from the student (and parents for dependent students).
*NOT ALL STUDENTS ARE SELECTED FOR THIS PROCESS!

Basic Documents Requested:
• Verification Worksheet (provided by the school); and
• 2019 Federal Tax Return (2021 - 2022 academic year) OR
• 2020 Federal Tax Return (2022 - 2023 academic year)
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OPTION FOR TEXAS RESIDENTS THAT ARE
NON-CITIZEN/FOREIGN

TASFA
What is a TASFA?

When can it be completed?

TASFA (Texas Application for State Financial Aid) is a
free application to be completed by current and
prospective college students in the United States to
determine their eligibility for state financial aid.

A TASFA must be completed every year for the upcoming school year.
The TASFA is available starting October 1st for the upcoming school year.

Who can complete a TASFA?

Where can it be completed?

The TASFA can be completed by foreign or noncitizen
students that are Texas residents who are not
eligible to apply for the FAFSA.

The student will need to request a TASFA application at the
college/university they will be attending. Application will need to be
submitted to the school directly.

Visit the Office of Student Financial Aid for more information.

STATE FUNDING IS LIMITED! For priority consideration of state funds,
submit the TASFA as soon as it becomes available, preferably by the State
Priority Deadline of January 15th of the upcoming school year.

Type of aid
Students applying under TASFA are applying for a grant from the State of
Texas only, however, they may be eligible for the TEXAS Grant.
These students do not qualify for the Pell Grant or Federal Student Loans.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
START LOOKING NOW – It’s never too early!
•
•
•
•
•

Employer Scholarships
High School Scholarships
College/University Scholarships
Private Companies and Non-Profit Organizations
National Scholarships

National Scholarship Search Engines:
• fastweb.com
• finaid.org
• hsf.net
• studentscholarshipsearch.com
• collegegreenlight.com
• ww.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/findscholarships.aspx?
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP
The Office of Student Financial Aid
utep.edu/financialaid
studentfinancialaid@utep.edu

The Office of Scholarships
utep.edu/scholarships

To speak with someone from
The Office of Student Financial Aid
and/or The Office of Scholarships

Call 915-747-5204

Mike Loya Academic Services Building, Room 204
Corner of Schuster and Hawthorne
Hours: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday - Friday

scholar@utep.edu

QUESTIONS?
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WELCOME TO FAFSA NIGHT!
A MASK KEEPS YOUR
FUTURE BRIGHT!

Masks are highly encouraged.
Please follow your high school’s
mask guidelines.

2022-2023
FAFSA NIGHTS
SCHEDULE

ALL SESSIONS ARE FROM
5:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M.
*ONLY ONE PARENT PER STUDENT
WILL BE PERMITTED ENTRY*

Tuesday, October 5

Wednesday, October 6

Thursday, October 7

Monday, October 11

Tuesday, October 12

Wednesday, October 13

Thursday, October 14

Monday, October 18

Tuesday, October 19

Wednesday, October 20

Thursday, October 21

Monday, October 25

Tuesday, October 26

Wednesday, October 27

Thursday, October 28

Monday, November 8

Tuesday, November 9

Wednesday, November 10

Tuesday, November 16

Wednesday, November 17

Thursday, November 18

Cathedral HS
Loretto Academy

Valle Verde Early College HS
College Career Tech Academy

El Paso Academy/East

Ysleta HS
Coronado HS
Riverside HS

Franklin HS
Bowie HS
Eastwood HS

Americas HS
Mission Early College HS
Socorro HS
Transmountain Early College HS
Anthony HS

Clint Early College HS
Immanuel Christian
Canutillo HS
Radford HS

Burges HS
Ft. Hancock HS
Young Woman’s Leadership Acad.
Andress HS
Parkland HS
Irvin HS
Franklin HS
Bowie HS
Hanks HS

Chapin HS
Jefferson/Silva Magnet HS
Mountain View HS
Fabens HS

Northwest Early College HS
Triumph/West

El Paso Academy/West

Bel Air HS
Del Valle HS
Austin HS

Tornillo HS
El Paso HS
Pebble Hills HS
Clint HS
Eastlake HS
Horizon HS

El Dorado HS
Montwood HS
San Elizario HS
Triumph/East

Creating and Using the FSA ID
What’s an FSA ID?
The FSA ID is a username and password combination you use to log in to U.S. Department of Education (ED)
online systems. The FSA ID is your legal signature and shouldn’t be created or used by anyone other than
you—not even your parent, your child, a school official, or a loan company representative. You’ll use your
FSA ID every year you fill out a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form and for the lifetime of
your federal student loans.

How do I get an FSA ID?
Visit StudentAid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch to create an FSA ID. You’ll need your Social Security
number, full name, and date of birth. You’ll also need to create a memorable username and password, and
complete challenge questions and answers so you can retrieve your account information if you forget it.
You’ll be required to provide either your email address or your mobile phone number when you make your
FSA ID. Providing a mobile phone number and/or email address that you have access to will make it easier to
log in to ED online systems and allow additional account recovery options.
Important: A Social Security number, email address, and mobile phone number can only be associated with
one FSA ID. If you share an email address with someone else, then only one of you will be able to use that
email address to create an FSA ID.

FSA ID Tips
• If you need to provide information about your parents on the FAFSA® form, one of your parents will need an
FSA ID to sign the form. Your parent can create an FSA ID and then sign the FAFSA form electronically
using that FSA ID. Not sure whether you’ll need to put your parents’ information on the FAFSA form?
Check out StudentAid.gov/dependency. Remember: You should create your own FSA ID, and your
parent should create his or her own FSA ID. Also make sure to use the correct FSA ID when signing the
FAFSA form electronically.
• When you first create your FSA ID, the use of your FSA ID will be restricted to completing, signing, and
submitting an original (first-time) FAFSA form. You’ll have to wait one to three days for your information to
be confirmed by the Social Security Administration (SSA) before you can use your FSA ID for other actions,
such as submitting a FAFSA Renewal or signing a Master Promissory Note. If you provided an email
address, then you’ll receive an email letting you know that your information was successfully matched with
the SSA, and you can begin using your FSA ID.
• If you forget your FSA ID username or password, look for the “Forgot My Username” and “Forgot My
Password” links on log-in pages. These links will direct you to web pages where you can request a secure
code to be texted to your verified mobile phone number or emailed to your verified email address. The
secure code will allow you to retrieve your username or reset your password. You can also retrieve your
username or reset your password by successfully answering your challenge questions. Remember: If you
verified your email address or mobile phone number during account creation, you can enter your email
address or mobile phone number instead of your username to log in.
Learn more about how you can use your FSA ID at StudentAid.gov/help-center/answers/article/how-cani-use-my-fsa-id-username-and-password. Find this fact sheet at StudentAid.gov/resources.
May 2021
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When I Fill Out the FAFSA® Form…
Am I Dependent or Independent?
When I fill out the 2022–23 Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA®) form, will I have to provide information about my parent?
It depends. Answer these questions:
Were you born before Jan. 1, 1999?

Y

N

As of today, are you married? (Also answer “Yes” if you are separated but not divorced.)

Y

N

At the beginning of the 2022–23 school year, will you be working on a master’s degree or
doctorate degree (such as an M.A., MBA, M.D., J.D., Ph.D., Ed.D., graduate certificate, etc.)?

Y

N

Do you now have—or will you have—children who will receive more than half of their support from
you between July 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023?

Y

N

Do you have dependents—other than your children or spouse—who live with you and who receive
more than half of their support from you, now and through June 30, 2023?

Y

N

Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than training?
(If you are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee, are you on active duty for other than state or
training purposes?)

Y

N

Are you a veteran of the U.S. armed forces?*

Y

N

At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, were you in foster care, or
were you a dependent or ward of the court?

Y

N

Has it been decided by a court in your state of legal residence that you are an emancipated minor
or that someone other than your parent or stepparent has legal guardianship of you? (You also
should answer “Yes” if you are now an adult but were in legal guardianship or were an
emancipated minor immediately before you reached the age of being an adult in your state.
Answer “No” if the court papers say “custody” rather than “guardianship.”)

Y

N

At any time on or after July 1, 2021, were you determined to be an unaccompanied youth who was
homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless, as determined by (a) your high
school or district homeless liaison, (b) the director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing
program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, or (c) the director of
a runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional living program?**

Y

N

*Answer “No” (you are not a veteran) if you (1) have never engaged in active duty (including basic training) in
the U.S. armed forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast Guard), (2) are currently a Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps student or a cadet or midshipman at a service academy, (3) are a National Guard or
Reserves enlistee activated only for state or training purposes, or (4) were engaged in active duty in the U.S.
armed forces but released under dishonorable conditions. Also answer “No” if you’re currently serving in the
U.S. armed forces and will continue to serve through June 30, 2023.
Federal Student Aid | StudentAid.gov
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*Answer “Yes” (you are a veteran) if you (1) have engaged in active duty (including basic training) in the U.S.
armed forces or are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee who was called to active duty for other than state
or training purposes, or were a cadet or midshipman at one of the service academies and (2) were released
under a condition other than dishonorable. Also answer “Yes” if you’re not a veteran now but will be one by
June 30, 2023.
**If you don’t have a determination that you’re homeless, but you believe you’re an unaccompanied youth
who is homeless or self-supporting and at risk of being homeless, answer “No” to the FAFSA questions
concerning being homeless. Then contact your financial aid office to explain your situation. “Homeless”
means lacking fixed or regular housing. You may be homeless if you’re living in shelters, parks, motels,
hotels, cars, or temporarily living with someone else because you have nowhere else to go.

Did you answer “Yes” to any of the questions?
If so, then for federal student aid purposes, you’re considered to be an independent student and don’t
have to provide information about your parents on the FAFSA form.

Did you answer “No” to all of the questions?
If so, then for federal student aid purposes, you’re considered to be a dependent student, and you must
provide information about your parents on the FAFSA form.
Not sure who counts as your parent? See the instructions on the FAFSA form or view the Who’s My
Parent When I Fill Out My FAFSA® Form? graphic at StudentAid.gov/resources.
If you have no contact with your parents and don’t know where they live, you should discuss your
situation with the financial aid office at the college or career school you plan to attend. The financial aid
administrator will help you figure out what to do next.
Apply for FREE and find more info: fafsa.gov.

April 2021
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